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hair and kicked her.    It was an indignity worse than
death itself, but as Virata said nothing she cried:    " Oh,
the five Gandharvas who are my husbands and who see
me thus treated, will they too keep silent ?   Heavens!
this is a life which  I  cannot   bear."   Yudhishthira,
Kanka by his assumed name,, replied :  a Go, Sairandhri,
back to Sudeshna's apartment.   Your husbands perhaps
do not see time yet to rescue you."   Draupadi went as
desired, but she was not satisfied.  Burningwith the insult
she had received, she went clandestinely to Bhima and
apprised him of what had happened.    She swore she
would not live if Kichaka was not dead the next day.
Bhima then  conceived a plan to catch Kichaka in a
trap.    He asked her to make an appointment with him
to meet at dead of night in the dancing hall which
remained unoccupied by night.    He would lie there in
wait and would kill him when he came.   The plot was
well conceived and was duly carried out    The infatuat-
ed  villain fell  an easy prey to the representation of
Draupadi, and going to the dancing hall'at night was
in single combat killed by the enraged Bhima.    In the
morning people saw the dreadful spectacle of a heap
of flesh  and bones literally kneaded together, in the
dancing hall of Ipchaka who was to be found nowhere.
It was clear that Draupadi's Gandharva husbands had
killed him at night.   The enraged followers of Kichaka
seeking to have vengeance on her caught hold of her
as she stood looking from a distance and tied her to the
pier of Kichaka saying they would burn the woman with
her unsuccessful lover.    Poor Draupadi, trials after trials
were taking away her patience.   Bhima was, however,